
SUPPORT SCOTT & CARRIE

Please consider donating to Scott's defense fund (this will cover legal 
fees, travel and support activities) and/or hosting a fundraiser in your 
town. Paypal donations can be made at the support site listed below, 
and checks can be made out to “Coldsnap Legal Collective” with 
“EWOK!” in the memo line, and sent to:

EWOK! c/o Coldsnap
PO Box 50514

Minneapolis, MN 55405

for info on the case and ways to support, visit
http://davenportgrandjury.wordpress.com

Scott DeMuth and Carrie Feldman are activists from Minneapolis, MN, who were subpoenaed to a federal 
grand jury in Iowa investigating animal rights vandalism from 2004. Though Scott and Carrie had no 
information to provide about the incident, they both refused to cooperate with the grand jury on principle 
and were jailed in November of 2009. Two days later on 11/19, Scott s civil contempt was dropped and ’
he was indicted for conspiracy under the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act. He has been released on 
home detention and is awaiting trial. Carrie was held on civil contempt of court for four months before 
being released because the US Attorney decided her testimony was no longer needed. In March of 2010, 
the Utah house of well-known animal rights activist and former political prisoner Peter Young was raided 
on federal search warrant from the Southern District of Utah. The raid, which happened only days before 
Carrie's release, is related to the investigation of the 2004 ALF incident and lists Scott, amongst others, by 
name. As of this writing (3/25/10), no new indictments have been issued and it is unclear how the raid 
may affect the case.

Scott DeMuth is 22, and has been involved in several projects in the Twin Cities including the Anarchist 
Black Cross and the Jack Pine Community Center. He is currently a member of EWOK!, Oyate Nipi Kte, 
and the editorial collective for the Dakota community journal Anpao Duta. He is also a Dakota language 
student and a graduate student in the Sociology Department at the University of Minnesota. Carrie 
Feldman is 20 years old, and has worked with a variety of projects in the Twin Cities, including Coldsnap 
Legal Collective, EWOK! (Earth Warriors are OK!), and the Jack Pine Community Center. 

These two have been targeted because they are committed radical activists who refuse to be intimidated 
into cooperating in the repression of dissent, not because the Feds believe they actually had anything to 
do with the 2004 University of Iowa incident. Despite the empty nature of the case, the Feds have 
enormous power to pursue it and, without our support--financial, personal, and political--at every step of 
this process, Scott faces the possibility of years in prison for an action that he had nothing to do with.  This 
is one of countless examples of the ways that the State utilizes the court system to subvert and disrupt 
movements for social change, and we owe it to our friends and our movement to fight this battle.
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About the AETA
The Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA) is a 2006 piece of legislation that qualifies interference with and protest of 

animal enterprises, including First Amendment-protected activities, as terrorism. The AETA is a frightening expansion of an 
already outrageous and undemocratic piece of legislation, the Animal Enterprise Protection Act. Pushed through Congress by 
animal industry lobbyists and passed with only a handful of Congress members present, the AETA is a testament to the 
desperation of animal enterprises in an era of growing popular support for animal rights causes. Matthew Strugar, a 
cooperating attorney with the Center for Constitutional Rights, points out that AETA could even criminalize such traditional 
protest tactics as economic boycotts, if they endanger profits for an industry benefiting from experimentation on animals.  The 
AETA is a dangerous piece of legislation whose very existence threatens not just animal rights activists but anyone with an 
interest in effecting meaningful social change in this society. To date, only seven people have actually been charged under the 
AETA. In addition to Scott DeMuth, they are: California activists Joseph Buddenburg, Maryam Khajavi, Nathan Pope, and 
Adriana Stumpo (the “AETA 4 ),  and Utah activists Alex Hall, and B.J. Viehl. ″

More info on the AETA at: http://abolishtheaeta.org

About Grand Juries
In the federal legal system, the grand jury is used to decide whether someone should be charged (“indicted”) for a 

serious crime; a “special” grand jury can be used to investigate “possible” organized criminal activity rather than a specific 
crime. The grand jury hears evidence presented by the prosecutor: the U.S. Attorney. It uses subpoenas to gather this 
evidence and can subpoena documents, physical evidence, and witnesses to testify.  

Unlike the “petit” jury, which is used to determine guilt in a trial, a grand jury consists of 16 to 23 jurors who are not 
screened for bias. The purpose of the grand jury is not to determine guilt or innocence, but to decide whether there is probable 
cause to prosecute someone for a felony crime. The grand jury operates in secrecy and the normal rules of evidence do not 
apply. The prosecutor runs the proceedings and no judge is present. Defense lawyers are not allowed to be present in the 
grand jury room and cannot present evidence, but may be available outside the room to consult with witnesses. The 
prosecutor and the grand jury members may not reveal what occurred in the grand jury room and witnesses cannot always 
obtain a transcript of their testimony.

Because of their broad subpoena powers and secretive nature, grand juries have been used by the government to 
gather information on political movements and to disrupt those movements by causing fear and mistrust. The grand jury lends 
itself to being used for improper political investigation due in part to the prosecutor s ability to question witnesses without regard ’
for rules that prohibit irrelevant, unreliable or unlawfully obtained evidence. Those called before the grand jury may be 
compelled to answer any question, even those relating to lawful personal and political activities. That information has been 
used by the government as a basis to conduct further surveillance and disruption of political dissent. When used against 
political movements, the grand jury causes fear and mistrust because persons who refuse to answer questions about their 
First Amendment political activities, friends and associates may be jailed for the life of the grand jury: up to 18 months. If a 
witness asserts her Fifth Amendment right to remain silent, she may be forced to accept immunity or go to jail for contempt. 
Even a witness who attempts to cooperate can be jailed if minor inconsistencies are found in her testimony. Such a perjury 
charge may stand even when the grand jury fails to hand down any indictment for what it was ostensibly investigating.  

More info on grand juries at: http://grandjuryresistance.org
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